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2020 has been a turbulent year to say the least - the first lockdown came in March as we all know. Oli and I both created some video tasks for children to do while in lockdown which were well received on social media and a little bit of fun. 

We were extremely fortunate that tennis was one of the first sports to return albeit on a one-to-one basis. The response and support from our members was overwhelming and we set up an online booking system to accommodate this. Every hour was filled for 6 weeks keeping Coach Oli and I extremely busy with over 120 hours between us each week. Gradually as restrictions were lifted, we returned to group coaching and this was welcomed by almost everyone. The demand increased and subsequently we had to open new groups to accommodate all the new interest. Our summer camps were very busy which showed everyone just wanted to get back on court and get the kids out of the house! We also decided to offer an extended group coaching programme through the summer to try and make up for the coaching that was missed during lockdown. It meant long hours but kept everyone happy and thankfully the Great British weather was on our side. 

With the children returning back to school in September there was a sense of normality for the first half of term and then most of the October camp but then it was unfortunately cut short due to the second lockdown. 

We have tried to accommodate our members at every opportunity, it has meant long hours and relentless admin but has been worth it. 

I would like to thank my partner Charlotte Johnson who behind the scenes at RAW Tennis keeps the cogs turning, my sidekick Oliver Weller who plays a crucial role with his great enthusiasm and hard work.  Our Chairman Nigel and Membership Secretary Judith for the continued support over the hardest year in my tennis journey. Last, but of course not least, I would also like to thank the members because without you I would not be able to continue doing the job I love. 

So, for now stay positive, stay safe and hope to see you back on the court soon. 

Coach Jake

